INTRODUCTION
THE years 1215 to 1272 are as important in English as
they are in European ecclesiastical history. Behind
lay the dramatic conflicts of the twelfth century and of the
reign of John, themselves the sign of constant Papal energy,
the steady education of the English Church as it came into
ever closer contact with Rome and the thought and activities
of Christendom, And in 1215 the climax seemed reached.
For five years England had lain under an interdict and civil
war disturbed the land; now King John had submitted to
Innocent III, and had granted away most of his control
over the choice of his Bishops, thus leaving Archbishop
Langton free to start the work for which the Pope had con-
secrated him: reform and organization. Not only this, but
Langton and the other English bishops were among those
summoned to Rome itself, there to receive, so it was hoped,
in a great Council of the Church Universal, the inspiration
and instruction necessary for performing that work. In
short, conflict and education seemed over, freedom, peace,
and reconstruction at hand.
How far,was the promise of 1215 fulfilled in the years
which followed, and what kind of men were the bishops
who directed the affairs of the Church ? For the achieve-
ment of the episcopate would clearly be influenced by the
experience and personality of its different members. Re-
membering this, we intend to approach the history of the
Church in the reign of Henry III from three points of
view: first, to discover something of the previous experience
and training of the Bishops, whether in monasteries, schools,
cathedrals, or at the Court of the King; then to sort out the
various external influences which shaped the composition of
the Episcopate, how far Bishops were freely elected by the
secular and monastic Chapters, and how far Pope, Legate,
King, or magnate influenced their choice; and thirdly, to
note the manner in which the Bishops approached the ques-
tion of reform, and to what extent they tried to enforce the
canonical rules for the reformation of Christendom which
Innocent III had lai'd down at the Lateran Council of 1215*